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I     Jewish antiquity and rights in the Land of Israel





The land belonged to the Arabs in the first place and was stolen by the Jews:


Israelis are outside colonizers in the Land of Israel


The Palestinians have lived in the Land of Israel for centuries.


Israeli vs. Arab claims to Jerusalem.


The Jews do not respect Moslem holy sites


Sharon’s visit to the Temple Mount was a provocation.


There never was a Temple on the Temple Mount


For the sake of peace we must share what is ours


Arab terror is a reaction to Israeli occupation


The settlements are Illegal


The settlers are an obstacle to peace








II    Israel’s case vs. Palestinian claims





Israel is responsible for the plight of the Palestinian refugees.


The PLO represents a genuine movement of national liberation.


Arafat is our partner in peace


Arab terror is a reaction to Israel occupation


The Palestinians are building a nation


Arafat is better positioned to protect Israelis from Palestinian terror than the IDF.


The Palestinian problem lies at the heart of the Arab-Israeli conflict.


The P.A. is a Democracy in the making. 


The process is unstoppable and a Palestinian State inevitable








III   Israel’s case vs. Syrian claims





Land for weapons


Rewarding aggression:


The strategic problem:


The real problem:


The state of the Syrian army:


The state of the Syrian economy:


The legal problem


The moral problem


“Territorial compromise”


The nature of the Syrian Baath regime:


The problem of Syrian succession








IV   Myths of the Oslo Peace Process





A solution to the Arab Israeli conflict will bring peace to the Middle East.


Peace Now


The “Peace Process” must continue


Land for peace


Land for peace involves only those territories Israel occupied in the Six Day War and not the territory of pre-1967 Israel:


We must make peace with our enemies not our friends.


Peace is in the interests of the Arab people too.


Israel must take risks for peace.


We can always go back to the current situation and will have the support of the whole world


Israel’s leaders must know what they are doing.


Israeli morale is unshakable.


If Oslo is so obviously flawed why is it so universally accepted?


Oslo leads to peace


There is no alternative.





Suggestions for further reading
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It is human nature to ascribe our own goals and motivations to others.  The Israeli people naturally assume that their deep desire for peace and reconciliation is shared by their Palestinian Arab neighbors.  They have not been dissuaded by lack of evidence supporting this assumption and have chosen to ignore a continuous stream of evidence contradicting it.  On this false hope Israel has built the entire Oslo peace process , a process which has inevitably collapsed under the weight of its own inherent contradictions.





Real peace between Jews and Arabs should have had as its starting point Arab acceptance of  responsibility and contrition for their attempts at genocide against the Jews of Israel.   Instead the entire Arab - Israeli peace process has, from the beginning, been based on a reversal of historical truth with the Arabs portrayed as victims of the Jews.  The collapse of this process demonstrates that peace can not be built on lies.  It is now time that we took a more critical look at the series of almost universally accepted myths, which underlie the Oslo peace process:








 I  Jewish antiquity and rights in the Land of Israel








“The land belonged to the Arabs in the first place and was stolen by the Jews”


This is the original sin upon which the entire Palestinian “cause” is predicated.  For  decades the Arabs have waged a propaganda campaign and have gradually succeeded in convincing the entire world and even most Jews of their version of events .  Nevertheless this Arab pseudo history is patently false. Jews are the original native inhabitants of Israel and constituted the overwhelming majority of its inhabitants for 1300 years.  Jews founded almost every city and town in the country many of which still bears their original Hebrew names often translated or transliterated into Arabic.   The rights of the Jews in their own land were usurped by the Arabs in 637 AD when they first  emerged from the Arabian Peninsula during the Arab conquest and stole the entire Middle East from its native inhabitants .  They built the Dome of the Rock directly on the Temple Mount, precisely in order to preempt  the claim of its rightful owners, the Jews.  One look at  the Dome of the Rock sitting on the ruins of our Temple should be enough to make clear who has usurped who’s rights, land, holy sites and patrimony. The land of Israel belonged to the Jews in the first place and was stolen by the Arabs.





“Israelis are European colonizers in the Land of Israel”


As Palestinian mythology would have it, the Jews are European colonizers, who suddenly appear in the land of Israel following WWII.   The majority of Israeli Jews are Sephardim who have lived in the Middle East at least since their exile from Spain in 1492.  Many of them like the Jews of Iraq (ancient Babylon), and Iran (ancient Persia) can trace their roots back to biblical times, thousands of years before the Arab conquest of the Middle East in the 7th century AD.  Jews founded the town of Safed and reestablished  Tiberias in the early middle ages and have been the primary inhabitants of both cities from that time and until today.  History records the Jewish inhabitants of the land fighting together with the Persians in the 7th century against Byzantium.  Some time later we again find Jews fighting against Byzantium this time during the Arab conquest, for example at  the key battle of Jebal Yarmuk.  In the 11th century the Jews fought to defend Haifa and Jerusalem from the Crusaders.  Not only did Jews live in the cities but in Palestine, unlike other countries, they were also part of the peasantry.  To  quote Yitzhak Ben Zvi writing in 1918:   “The Jewish fellaheen… those who have worked the land for centuries…are not differentiated in their external appearance, their dress, their language or their daily life, from their non-Jewish neighbors” .  The Jews did not suddenly appear in Israel following WWII but are the original native inhabitants of the land and have always resided there.  





“The Palestinians have lived in the Land of Israel for centuries”


Although Jews were a minority prior to Zionist immigration it is important to remember that the entire country was, in the worlds of a British official, “depopulated."  “The Mahometan population is dying out, I can scarcely say slowly” (The British Counsul 1859).   In 1869 Mark Twain, writing a detailed description of his visit to the holy land in “Innocents Abroad”, describes Palestine as “desolate and unlovely”…”Palestine sits in sackcloth and ashes.” Zionism revived the country that had been a neglected backwater of the Turkish Empire.  Industry built up by the Jews in the beginning of the 20th century drew in Arab labor from the surrounding countries.  Most of those Arabs today calling themselves Palestinians are descendants of these relatively recent Arab immigrants and not of the mere 140,000 Muslim inhabitants reported to be living in the country in 1882.  Yasser Arafat himself was born in Cairo Egypt and emigrated to Palestine with his family to Palestine.





Israeli vs. Arab claims to Jerusalem


 Jews have lived in both Hebron and Jerusalem throughout recorded history.   Under Arab rule Jerusalem was neglected and depopulated.  To quote again Mark Twain; “Renowned Jerusalem itself the stateliest name in history, has lost all its ancient grandeur, and is become a pauper village.”  Only under Jewish and Crusader sovereignty has Jerusalem been a capital, or a city of any  economic and political importance.  Even under the neglect of Arab rule Jews made up a majority of Jerusalem’s population long before the re-establishment of the state of Israel.  To quote the British counsul writing in 1859: “The Mohammedans of Jerusalem are less fanatical than in many other places owing to the circumstances of their numbers scarcely exceeding one quarter of the whole population …”.  The centrality of Jerusalem to Judaism is evidenced by the fact that it is mentioned over 1,000 times in the Torah.  The Koran does not mention Jerusalem a single time.





“The Jews do not respect Muslim holy sites”


When Israel reconquered the Jewish Quarter of the old city of Jerusalem in 1967 Minister of Defense Moshe Dayan handed the keys of the Al Aksa Mosque, which sits on top of the Temple Mount, back to the Moslem Wakf.  Since that time the Wakf has enjoyed full religious autonomy over the Moslem holy places that Israel has protected.  It is only under Israeli rule, that Jews have been protected and allowed access to their holy places.  Under Arab rule prior to 1967 the Jordanians desecrated the ancient synagogues of Jerusalem.  On top of the ancient Jewish grave yard on the Mount of Olives they built a hotel (the Intercontinental) using marble from the ancient gravestones in its construction.  A few weeks ago Israel retreated from the Temple Mount in Jerusalem in order to “ease tensions."  The Arab response was to pelt Jews at the Wetern Wall directly below them with stones so that it became impossible for them to pray there.  At Joseph’s tomb the Israeli government waited for Palestinian “permission” to evacuate a wounded soldier.   No Palestinian permission ever came and after 5 hours the soldier bleed to death.  Finally Israel came to an agreement with the PA to evacuate the holy site that the PA pledged to protect.  Everyone has seen how the Palestinians respect Jewish holy sites and their own word.  As the Israelis soldiers left under their agreement with the PA, the Palestinians opened fire wounding one soldier.  Upon their taking control at the site, they promptly proceeded to destroy everything they could lay their hands on, burnt the tomb, and desecrated Holy Jewish torah scrolls.  The next day the Palestinians brutally murdered Rabbi Lieberman  when he attempted to returned to the site to rescue any remaining Torah Scrolls.  The desecration of Joseph’s tomb demonstrates that nothing has changed in Arab attitudes towards Jewish Holy sites and that they can not be trusted with sole custody of them.  When asked about their desecration of this holy site, Palestinian spokesman Said Erekat said that the PA would rebuild it and that anyone could visit it and see the preparation now underway for doing just that.  What he did not say to the western media, is that according to Israeli Army Intelligence. they plan to rebuild it as a Mosque.  In this incident we clearly see the true nature of our enemy;  driven by hate,  manipulative, duplicitous, and willing to say anything to further their cause without regard for the truth or honor.





“Sharon’s visit to the temple mount was a provocation”


Recently the Muslim Wakf began digging on the Temple Mount destroying invaluable remnants of the Temple.  While archeologists have decried the desecration of the holiest sight in Judaism the Israeli government has turned a blind eye to it hoping not to increase tensions.  It was this desecration of a Jewish holy site that caused Sharon and 15 other Knesset members to go on a fact finding mission to the Temple Mount.  The Arabs chose to label his visit a “provocation” and use it as an excuse to launch a war that they had in fact been preparing since the failure of Camp David.  How is the visit of a Jew to a Jewish holy place a “provocation”?  This is sovereign Israeli territory within Israel’s own capital city and the holiest site in Judaism.  In throwing rocks at  Sharon and in attempting to deny Jews the right to visit our holy places it is the Arabs, not the Jews, who demonstrate intolerance, bigotry, and racism.





“There never was a Temple on the Temple Mount”


Lately the Arabs have added a new lie to their repertoire: claiming that there Temple never existed.  They have persisted in this absurd line despite it being rejected out of hand not only by Israel’s negotiators but even by American Secretary of State among others.   What makes them think they can get away with such a flagrant historic lie?.  They believe, as did Goebels, that if a lie is big enough and if you repeat it often enough, people will come to believe it.  So far this assumption has proven correct.  After all doesn’t the entire world and even many otherwise intelligent people in Israel today accepts as truth Palestinian mythology regarding the history of the land and origin of the conflict?  One would hope that the blatant nature of this most recent attempt to rewrite history will cause their apologists in Israel to begin to question the veracity of the other myths and lies which together make up the Palestinian version of  events.  I also can not help but wonder if the current Palestinian digging on the Temple Mount is not directly related to this attempt to negate its Jewish origin and character.


.


“For the Sake of peace we must share what is ours”


We are told by the Arabs and their Jewish apologists that we must “share” our land with the Arabs for the sake of peace.  We are told that we must “share” our capital city Jerusalem for the same reason.  The Arabs, however violently object to sharing the site of our holy Temple with us.  Nor do I suppose are they  ready to share Mecca.  The Pope advocates we share Jerusalem with him as well.  Is he ready to share Rome with us?  Why is it that they always seem interested in sharing what is ours, never what is theirs?





“Arab terror is a reaction to Israeli occupation”


 In 1929, 19 years prior to the establishment of the State of Israel and 45 years before the Israeli occupation of Hebron, the Arabs massacred the entire Jewish population of that city .  A population that had resided there from time immemorial and thousands of years before the Arabs arrived.  This is only a single example in a 100 year campaign of terror waged by  Palestinian Arabs against innocent Jewish civilians.  A campaign that preceded not only the Israeli occupation of Judea and Samaria but the establishment of the state of Israel. The occupation was a result of Arab terror not its cause





“The settlements are Illegal”


To examine this claim let us look closely at one example of Jewish settlement in Judea, that of the Gush Etzion group of settlements.   Gush Etzion was a group of 4 Jewish villages located south of Bethlehem.  In Israel’s War of Independence the Arab armies overran these Jewish villages.   At the village of Etzion they massacred 150 of the inhabitants.  In the last stage of fighting, only eighty men and women remained.  They surrendered and were brought to a field.  Suddenly, machine gun fire was opened on them.  A few tried to reach their weapons, and then all were eliminated save four who survived.  In 1967 Israel reoccupied  the Gush Etzion area.  The surviving children of the Gush Etzion and Hebron massacres formed a movement called Gush Emunim that rebuilt & resettled these villages.  Under what law is the return of inhabitants to their own land, “illegal”?  Under what law can it be “illegal” for a Jew to settle anywhere he chooses?  The return of these Jews to their homes is not only legal, it is justice itself.





“The Settlers are an obstacle to peace”


As long as land is purchased legally a Jew has the right to live anywhere in the world he chooses.  A Jew has the same right to live in Hebron as does an Arab.  He has the same right to live in Gush Etzion as he does to live Moscow, Berlin, or Phoenix. We would correctly view as racist, anyone, in any of these countries, who would deny Jews this basic human right.   Indeed the right of a Jew to live where he chooses despite the opposition or hatred of others is guaranteed and enforced by every civilized government.  In Israel on the other hand the Palestinian’s seek to deny the rights of Jews to live amongst them.  Yet the world labels the Palestinians victims rather than racists.  The settlers have never demanded that the Arabs leave the area.  If the Palestinians want to expel Jews from their homes simply because they can not tolerate living in proximity to them, how does that differ from ethnic cleansing in the Balkans.  How does this Arab racism differ from apartheid in South Africa, or segregation in the old South?  In what way is it morally different from Hitler’s goal of making Europe “Judenrien” (free of Jews) ?  In pursuit of this goal the PLO has employed terror, bombings, and lynching directed against the Jewish minority amongst them.  How is this morally more defensible than KKK terror, bombings and lynching directed against the Black minority in Alabama in the 1960s? What kind of peace is it if Jewish settlements are considered an “obstacle” to peace in and of themselves?  Peace is supposed to be about living with one’s enemy.
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II    Israel’s case vs. Palestinian claims 





“Israel is responsible for the plight of the Palestinian refugees”


The Palestinian refuge problem is a result of the 1948 War.  This war began when the Palestinian militias together with the armies of 12 Arab states launched a war of annihilation against Israel the day after she became a state.  It is the Arabs, not Israel who bear responsibility for the consequences of  the war they instigated, including the Palestinian refugee problem.  Had the Arabs won they would have unquestionably fulfilled their promise to annihilate Israel.  Israel does not have to apologize for it’s survival, for defending itself against their genocidal schemes, or for the consequences of a war it did not seek, and did not start.





“The PLO represents a genuine movement of national liberation”


The leadership of the PLO is made up of the scions of the ruling Arab aristocracy of pre-Zionist Palestine, specifically the Husseni clan.  Prior to WWII  the Palestinians were led by Haj Amin al Husseini Grand Mufti of Jerusalem.  Husseini spent the war years war years as an advisor to Adolf Hitler on the final solution.  He was sent by Himmler to the Balkans were he established the pro-Nazi “Handzar SS division made up of Bosnian Muslims and committed terrible attrocies in Hungary and Serbia. Theirs is not a progressive but a truly reactionary movement that seeks a restoration of the status quo ante.   That is a situation in which once again the “Dhimmi” Jews are second class citizens under Moslem domination and the Muslims again under the heel of the old Arab aristocracy.  





“Arafat is our partner in peace”


Yassir Arafat is Haj Amin  Husseini’s nephew, the father of modern international terrorism and it’s most deadly practitioner to date.  Thousands of innocents have been murdered under his direct orders.  These atrocities include a baby Israeli girl in Nahariya, stolen from her parents, swung by her feet and her head smashed against a rock, the hacking to death with axes of Israeli civilians in Beit Shean, the targeting and murder of school children in Maalot, and the singling out and murder of Leon Klinghoffer, a paraplegic American Jew on the cruise ship Achilles Laurel.  Such a man is nobody’s “partner in peace”.





During the decades when communism seemed to be ascendant, Arafat styled himself a “Marxist Leninist”, but abandoned this facade immediately upon the collapse of his Soviet patrons.  After the PLO was  thrown out of the West Bank by Israel in 1967 King Hussein provided a safe haven for Arafat’s organization in Jordan. The King’s hospitality was repaid with an attempt by the PLO’s to forcefully take over his country in September 1970.  Lebanon was the next country to make the mistake of trying to help Arafat.  Within a short time the PLO  had turned southern Lebanon into its private fiefdom (“Fatahland”), dragged Lebanon into a series of wars with Israel and provoked a brutal 10 year civil war between Muslims and Christians, ultimately leading to the de facto loss of Lebanese independence to Syria.  For decades Saudi Arabia bankrolled Arafat to the tune of $2 billion a year.  This didn’t prevent Arafat from turning on his Saudi benefactors literally overnight when Saddam Hussein invaded Kuwait and threatened Saudi Arabia.  During the  Gulf War Israel suffered 39 Iraqi scud missiles on its cities in silence for the sake of George Bush’s Arab coalition while  Arafat aligned himself with America’s enemy Saddam.  As soon as Saddam was defeated Arafat abandoned him, embraced America and demanded and received American pressure on her faithful ally, Israel.





Clearly Arafat is a man who will do anything, say anything, promise anything and align himself with anyone whom he feels will further his ultimate goal; the replacement of Israel with Palestine.  He has betrayed everyone who has ever put any faith in him.  Such a man is nobody’s “partner” in anything.  There is no reason to believe that he will not also betray the Israel, the country he has spent his life trying to destroy. Future agreements with Arafat will surely be as worthless as all of his past  promises have proven to be. 





“The Palestinians are building a nation”


While the PA neglects to pay Palestinian teachers claiming lack of funds they pay twice as many soldiers as they are entitled to under Oslo.  While garbage piles up in the streets of Gaza and basic services are neglected the PA presses for permission to build a second airport and a seaport.  The PA does not appear to be building a nation but rather a huge military base.  And why should they build a country when it is so much easier to steal one from the Jews who have already invested 100 years of blood sweat and tears in it.





“Arafat is better positioned to protect Israelis from Palestinian terror than the IDF”


Maybe so, but there is no evidence that he has any intention of doing so.   His speeches in Arabic consistently portray Hamas & Islamic Jihad members as Palestinian patriots with whom the PLO stands shoulder to shoulder in common struggle against the enemy, Israel.  Newly printed school textbooks issued by the P.A., as well as its children’s TV broadcasts, repeat this and other anti-Israeli and anti-Semitic messages of the most primitive and vulgar type.  In short the PA uses Hamas and Islamic Jihad terror as deniable tools against Israel just as the PLO used Black September in the 1970s while talking “peace” on the world stage.





“The Palestinian problem lies is at the heart of the Arab-Israeli conflict”


Let us say for arguments sake that we were able to satisfy all of the demands of all of the myriad Palestinian factions including even the most radical ones.  How does that protect Israel from the real threat posed by 9,000 Syrian and Iraqi tanks ?  How  does that protect Israel from terror sponsored by Libya or Iran ?  How does that protect Israel from Saddam again raining missiles down upon it’s cities as he did without provocation during the gulf war?   Iran’s fanatical hatred of Israel is clearly based on religion and adjusting Israel’s borders will not assuage it.   The Arabs states attacked Israel repeatedly prior to the existence of the PLO without even the pretext of a Palestinian issue.  It makes no sense for us to solve a fictitious problem while ignoring an existential one.








“The P.A. is a Democracy in the making”


The P.A. is a terrorist organization on steroids.  A single election in which no serious opposition parties fielded candidates does not a democracy make.  What is Arafat’s term of office?  When is the next election?  Who is the opposition candidate ?  Where is the free press ? 





“The process is unstoppable and a Palestinian State inevitable”


When Yassir Arafat and a few other students got together at Cairo University in the 1960s and hatched the scheme to replace Israel with Palestine there was nothing inevitable about their success.  Nothing in human affairs is inevitable.  As intelligent beings with free will we are not powerlessly adrift on the tide of history but are ourselves the creators of those tides.  Zionism was a true revolution in its reversal of 20 centuries of Jewish powerlessness.  The essence of the Zionist revolution was the realization that we had the power to determine our own fate.





At the start of the Oslo process Arafat was further from his goal than when he began over 30 years earlier.  Following a long series of military defeats he was retired in Tunis, in exile, not only from Israel, but from every country bordering Israel as well.  That Israel choose to snatch defeat from the Jaws of victory and fish Arafat out of the dust bin of history is inexplicable.   That the Oslo negotiations have  been entirely conducted as if Arafat were in a position of power visa vi Israel is absurd and a strategic error.  Today, thanks not to a single military victory, but to Israeli naivete, Arafat has been endowed with a modicum of actual power.  Yet even now the balance of forces still vastly favors Israel and a Palestinian State is not yet inevitable.   Israel’s hard won advantage is being given away daily and there will come a point at which the ratio of force will favor our enemies and Israel’s options will be closed off.
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III   Israel’s case vs. Syrian claims





Land for weapons


If the agreement between Israel and Syria represents “land for peace” as the current Israel government maintains, we must wonder why the they demanding the an early warning station on Mt. Hermon, access to U.S. spy satellite technology, and an additional 17 billion dollars in weapons?  These requests are clear indication that the proponents of  “Land for Peace” with Syria do not themselves have any faith in the possibility of real peace with Syria. It would appear that the government of Israel is offering to sell the Golan and uproot 18,000 Israelis from their homes in exchange for weapons.  If this agreement is to be nothing more than an armed truce, how does that differ from the current situation, and why should Israel weaken itself by giving away strategic territory for it ?  If Israel were to receive this massive U.S. infusion of weapons, at the current rate of technological change, these too will soon be outdated.  What then?  Will Israel give away Galilee for another $17 billion in weapons?  So while even the proponents of this agreement do not envision obtaining real peace for Israel in exchange for the Golan Heights, they will be saddling her with a series of very serious existential problems. 





Rewarding aggression


In 1948 Syria together with 11 other Arab countries attacked Israel in an unprovoked war of annihilation.  After Syria’s defeat she continued to attempt to make life miserable for the Israelis living in the Galilee below the Golan heights.  The heights were fortified, honeycombed with infantry trenches  and used by Syria as little more than an artillery position from which the Syrian army routinely shelled Israeli villages below.  Israeli civilians boating or otherwise enjoying themselves on the Sea of Galilee were captured tortured and imprisoned for years.  Syria actually went so far as to dig a canal on the heights in an attempt to divert  waters flowing into that Sea without which Israel would have been unable to survive. This demonic scheme was only prevented by Israel’s continuous shelling of the work in progress.   In 1967 Syria again attacked Israel, loosing the Golan as a result.  In the 32 years since the Israeli army has occupied the Golan there has been no repetition of any of the above mentioned problems.  For most of the 32 years since the Israeli army occupied the Golan Israel has enjoyed de facto peace on its border with Syria. There is no moral or practical reason to reward Syrian aggression and every reason to punish it.





The strategic problem


In 1973 Syria and her allies threw more Tanks against Israel on the narrow Golan Height than Hitler sent against the vast Russian front in operation Barbarossa..  We can not know what future technology may hold but the proposition, touted by some in Israel, that we have reached a stage in which missiles and other high tech weapons alone can turn back a massive armored assault is nothing more than wishful thinking, for which not single historical example can be garnered. 





The real problem


The Golan could not have been the motivation behind Syria’s various attempts to destroy Israel prior to Israel’s occupation of it in 1967.  Syria’s has never recognized the rights of Jews to their own state in Israel.   Ignoring this problem and going along with Syria’s post 1967 facade that the Golan is the only real issue, invites disaster.





The state of the Syrian army


The Syrian army is equipped with outdated Soviet weapons.  The lack of spare parts is so severe that the Syrians are unable to adequately train for fear of wearing out the machinery they have. The qualitative and technological gap in armaments has never been more in Israel’s favor and the gap widens continually   The Egyptian army was in exactly the same predicament prior to the Camp David accords.  Since that time Egypt has been rearmed with modern first line U.S. weapons at America’s expense.  The same will undoubtedly happen with Syria and there is every reason to believe that this is one of Syria’s primary motivations for signing an agreement with Israel.   The other is the Syrian economy:





The state of the Syrian economy


Syria is one of the last countries with an old line Stalinist economic policy but there is no longer a Soviet Union to subsidize it.  As a country on the State Departments list of countries which sponsor terrorism Syria is also ineligible for U.S. aid.  Not surprisingly the Syrian economy is in shambles. Only via an agreement with Israel can Syria hope to have itself removed from the State Department’s list and to receive U.S. funds.





The legal problem


All of the Jewish towns on the Golan were founded by the government of Israel and their residents encouraged to settle and make roots there. After 32 years  these people have built lives there, worked the land, and brought up an entire generation which has never known any other home.  The Golan has been part of Israel for most of her history and far longer than it was part of Syria. The Jews of the Golan are Israeli citizens living on Israeli territory legally annexed to Israel by the Knesset.  There is no legal basis for expelling these people from their homes nor would a referendum make such an outrage legal, in the same way that no referendum in Serbia demanded expulsion of it’s Muslim minority would be legal under international law.  





The moral problem


The entire rational of the Israeli left for giving the West Bank to the P.A. is that the population there prefers PA to Israeli rule and “we can’t liberate stones”.  By that same logic the Golan belongs to Israel as that is what the population there prefers, and Syria “can’t liberate stones”.  The same people who affect horror over rightwing Israeli calls for “transfer” of the Arabs out of the West bank or Serbia ethnic cleansing propose doing exactly that to the entire Jewish population of the Golan.  There is no moral basis whatsoever for expelling the Jews from the Golan.  To do so is every bit as immoral as the expulsion of the Albanians from Kosovo, the Muslims from Serbia, the Armenians from Turkey, the Jews from Germany, or anyone anywhere based on their ethnicity. 





Territorial compromise


For years the Israeli left has called for “territorial compromise” with Israel’s neighbors including Syria.  Yet Barak has conceded the entire Golan Heights at the outset of the negotiations.   Where is the compromise in Israeli giving up every inch of the land in question and the Syrians not being asked to give any land at all?  Why don’t the Syrian’s have to take “risks for peace”, or compromise on land.? Their unwillingness to sacrifice one inch of land for the sake of an agreement does not bode well for Syria’s ultimate intentions, desire for, or commitment to peace.





The nature of the Syrian Baath regime


The institutions and organization of the Baath party which rules in Syria as well as Iraq are openly modeled on those of the Nazi party.  In Syria, as in Iraq, the Baath regime is not only a dictatorship, but a rouge regime ruling through sheer terror without the pretense of popular support.  Assad’s annihilation of 20,000 of his own citizens in Hama is well known and only one of the many atrocities he has committed against the Syrian people in his effort to maintain his grip on power.  Can the Jews really expect honorable treatment at the hands of a regime with such blatant and cruel disregard for the basic human rights of its own people ? 





The problem of Syrian succession:


Syria is ruled by dictators not by laws.  There is no free press, no elections and no checks or balances in the Baath form of government.  There is no legitimate and orderly process for succession in Syria and the ruler’s death must inevitably result in a power struggle.  It is impossible to predict the outcome of this struggle except to say that that the winner will undoubtedly be the most brutal and ruthless protagonist..  Nor can we predict whether a new dictator will honor the terms of any agreements signed by the previous dictator.  The whims of a future Syrian dictator are an unacceptable proposition on which to base the future of Israel. 


�



IV   Myths of the Oslo Peace Process





“A solution to the Arab Israeli conflict will bring peace to the Middle East”


How so ?  Will it end Iraqi aggression against Israel, or against Kuwait and other countries for that matter?  Will it end the slaughter in Algeria?  Will the persecution of the Kurds in Turkey, Syria, Iran and Iraq, or the persecution by the Muslim Arabs of their Coptic, Maronite, Assyrian & Sudanese Christian minorities suddenly cease?  Would a solution to the Palestinian problem end the oppression and abuse of the Arab people everywhere by their own despotic rulers?  Will it result in the sudden liberation of Muslim women?  





“Peace Now”


The Mid-East has been in a state of war from time immemorial and would continue to be a cauldron of intolerance, fanaticism and oppression even if Israel disappeared. There is no amount of land which Israel can give away and nothing Israel can do which is going to change this harsh reality.  Israel is not the basic cause of all the instability and war in the Middle East, the Arabs are.  Any change in this situation must come from the Arabs who comprise  97% of the area’s inhabitants.  This is not going to happen anytime soon as it requires a sea-change in their political culture.  “Peace now” implies that there is something that Israel can do to make the Mid-East peaceful “now” and this is simply a delusion. 





“The Peace Process must continue”


There has never been a peace process there has only been a give away of land process.  The only question it’s advocates seem able to ask is what further land is Israel prepared to give up next.  They don’t dare call the murder of hundreds of Israelis by terrorism since Oslo peace, so they call it a “peace process” instead.  Israel is urged to give up more and more land in return not for peace but for a “process”.  A process which consists of what?  Of Israel giving up more land of course.  Listening to them one would think that peace is synonymous with Israel giving away land rather than with the absence of war and terror.  When World War II ended, a peace treaty was signed within days.  Never in history has it taken over 30 years for a peace treaty to be negotiated.  Both the Arabs and the U.S. State department have their own obvious reasons for perpetuating this double talk.  But why do so many Jews find it impossible to see through such an obviously transparent tactic?  Because people usually believe what they want to believe.  They prefer not to face the harsher reality.  The “peace process” is their opiate.  It is the current version of the old Israeli expression “it will be ok”, and  is just as meaningless.





“Land for peace”


This slogan implies that land is the issue.  Israel’s occupation of the land in question is the result of the conflict not its cause.  Israel did not occupy this territory prior to wars of annihilation launched by the Arabs in 1948, 1956, and 1967 with the stated objective to  “throw the Jews into the sea”, (Ahmed Shukeri head of the PLO, Cairo Radio 1967).  It would not be unreasonable therefore for us to conclude that there is some other issue which provoked these Arab attacks. Believers in land for peace must also come to grips with the failure to achieve peace with Syria despite Israel’s readiness to cede the entire the Golan heights.  Under the previous government  such people preferred to blame Netanyahu rather than Syria for the lack of progress ignoring the fact that there had been no progress under Rabin or Peres either . Today again we have an Israeli Government ready and even anxious to trade land for peace with Syria and mystified by Syria’s lack of interest. The root of the conflict has always been the Arab refusal to reconcile themselves to the existence of a non-Arab, non-Muslim state in the midst of Dar el Islam.  It is not the size of this state which the Arabs find offensive or the location of its borders, but rather its existence in principle.   The Arab-Israeli conflict  is of a national and ultimately a religious nature and not a simple land dispute.  It can not be solved by giving away land while the underlying cause of a century of Arab hostility remains unchallenged.








“Land for peace involves only those territories Israel occupied in the Six Day War and not the territory of pre-1967 Israel”


Israeli has already ceded territory inside the pre-1967 borders. Under the peace treaty with Jordan parts of the Negev larger than the entire Gaza strip were ceded.  Rabin offered Syria not only  the entire Golan but a return to the pre-1948 border. Under the recent safe passage agreement Israel has accepted limits on  its sovereignty over a road which runs right through the heart of the  country a few miles from Tel Aviv.    Worst of all despite decades of denials that Jerusalem would ever be negotiated over, under the Oslo accords it is officially on the table.  





There has never been a commitment on the part of the PLO that this process will end at the 1967 borders.  They repeatedly and emphatically state their claims to Jerusalem and to the return of refugees to pre-1967 Israel.  The Israeli government prefers to view these demands as mere bargaining chips which they expect the PLO to drop at some later stage.  In fact they constitute the moral pretext for future aggression against an Israel already rolled back to the 1948 borders.  It is no accident that Palestinian terror almost exclusively targets areas in pre-1967 Israel rather then in the West Bank.  Three times they have bombed Disengoff Center.  Their message to Jews is clear: “We do not respect your rights, even to life itself, even in the heart of Tel-Aviv”.   Recent terrorist incidents in Tiberias and Haifa were perpetrated by Israeli Arab citizens and are harbingers of the next stage in the 100 year war against the Jews.





“We must make peace with our enemies not our friends”


Logic and the survival of our people dictate that we must make war with our enemies as long as they consider themselves and act as such.  From Arafat’s continuing rhetoric of Jihad to Hamas car bombs all evidence indicates that the Palestinian Arabs continue to view Israel as the enemy and as an absolute evil.  Their abandonment of this 100 year old position is the only basis for a real peace and should have been a prerequisite for the Oslo agreement.  Instead this fundamental problem has been ignored with the vague hope that it will somehow miraculously disappear after we give them the land on which to build an army and create state power.





“Peace is in the interests of the Arab people too”


Indeed it is, but nobody asks their opinion as they have no democracy.  In recent times non-democratic governments in the Soviet block, South America and throughout the world have collapsed and been replaced by democracies.  The glaring exception is the Arab world in which there is still not a single democracy.  Every one of the Arab regimes remain despotic and in cases like Syria and Iraq, one might say demonic.  That the entire Arab world remains in this political time warp is due to the ability of these oppressive regimes to focus their peoples attentions and energies away from their own oppression and onto Israel.  Regimes like the Baath in Syria and Iraq would not long survive real peace and are fully aware of it.  Such totalitarian governments are concerned only with their own hold on power and this rests on the good will of the army not the people.  Governments so totally unconcerned with the will and welfare of their own people can not be expected to act in their interests.  On the contrary they are their own peoples chief antagonists and greatest burden.  A democratic revolution in the Arab world is an essential prerequisite for a peaceful Mid-East.





“Israel must take risks for peace”


This slogan is a contradiction in terms because when you say “risks for peace” you are admitting that you don’t fully trust the other side.  Why should peace be a risk ?  There has never been another case in history in which one side has been asked to take “risks for peace”.  This is particularly absurd in the case of Israel which is both the victim of Arab aggression and the victor of four wars.  Advocates of “risks for peace” must  ask themselves at what point they will consider the risk to have failed, or are they advocating blind rather than calculated risk.  It does not appear that any number of car bombs will wake them from their delusion as long as the demoralization and disintegration of Israel continues gradually.  Its not clear that even a full scale Israeli - Palestinian war will alert them to the idea that they have been duped, as they seem blind to Palestinian deceit and continue to seek blame in Israel. 





 “Risks for peace” is just another hollow Arab slogan blindly parroted by their Jewish apologists.  None of these slogans has any depth.  In reality they are all Arab demands couched in terms of an Israeli interest.  “Land for peace” actually means give us your land.  “Risks for peace”,  “peace process “, “ We must make peace with our enemies not our friends”, all mean expect no peace in return.  The chances for real peace would be immeasurably  enhanced if  rather then Israelis parroting Arab rhetoric the Arabs would imitate Israeli democracy.





“We can always go back to the current situation and will have the support of the whole world”


We will never be able to return to our current situation.  Throughout the entire process the world has supported Palestinian demands & ignored Israeli rights.  Even the United States, our best friend in the world, appears to hear no evil, see no evil and speak no evil when it comes the Palestinians.  Not once has the U.S. administration sided with Israel despite blatant and repeated Palestinian violations of their commitments.  To give but one example, their having twice the number of troops permitted under Oslo.  On the other hand Palestinian demands for Israeli concessions, not found in any agreement, such as their demand for a halt to building in Jerusalem, Israel’s own capitol city, are blindly supported. If Israel is vilified for building homes for its people in its own capitol city now, why should we expect this to be different later. In other words  Israel is pressured to go beyond its commitments and vilified for not doing so whereas the Palestinians are never required to live up to their commitments.  Demands like those of former Prime Minister Netanyahu that the Palestinians live up to their commitments are branded  “an obstacle to peace”.  There is no reason to believe this pattern will change in the future.  Such blindness has destroyed any chance there may have been that Oslo could result in real peace.  If the Palestinian side does not demonstrate good faith by keeping its commitments now why should we expect them to do so in the future ?  If they are not forced to take their prior commitments seriously why should we imagine that they will fulfill future commitments?  Why bother negotiating over every detail when we demonstrate over and over that we will not insist or expect that they live up to their agreements.





“Israel’s leaders must know what they are doing”


Do they?  They demand Arafat arrest suspected terrorists while at the same time Israel releases convicted ones! Did the leadership of the west know what they were doing in appeasing Hitler in Munich ?  Did Jewish leaders in America know what they were doing during the Holocaust ? History is a continuous account of war and misery caused by human miscalculation.   This wouldn’t be the first time in history  that arrogance on the part of leadership, and failure to question that leadership on the part of the public resulted in war.  This would not be the first time in Jewish History that a tendency to appease rather than confront evil resulted in tragedy.





“Israeli morale is unshakable”


Israel  has always been out gunned and out manned by the Arabs.  The uncounted wealth brought to them by  petrodollars enables the Arabs to vastly outspend Israel and further increase the quantitative gap in every aspect of weaponry.  Israel’s prior victories are due to primarily to the superior training and  morale of Israeli troops  which is of course directly related to their belief in the moral righteousness of their cause.   A situation has now been reached where many Israelis are being taught and believe in the Arab’s revisionist and false history of the conflict, as well as all of the new myths of Oslo.  Thus Israel’s one military advantage no longer exists.  At the same time the Arabs who have a great  capacity for rhetoric, have convinced the entire world of the justice of their “cause”.  That they actually convinced themselves as well, is evidenced by their newfound willingness to die for it. 





The leadership of Israel, on both sides of the political spectrum, seems blind to the consequences of 30 years of diplomatic games on the morale of the Israeli public.  They take Israeli morale for granted, do nothing to encourage it, and much to undermine it.  Settlers encouraged to move to towns founded by one government are forced to leave their homes by another.   Those on the Golan are expected to build their lives in limbo for decades, while the fate of the very ground under their homes is negotiated over in secret, behind the backs of the Israeli people, and against their will.  





In response to Sadaam’s reigning missiles on Israeli cities young and old are told to wear gas masks while their government does nothing in retaliation.  Palestinian terrorists commit mass murder again and Prime Minister Peres’ only reaction is: “we will not respond for the sake of the peace process”.  The terrorists who committed these atrocities are freed from prison and celebrate as those orphaned and widowed by their actions watch in horror.





The Israeli people have been betrayed above all by their own leaders.  Genuine leaders would spend less time holding hands with Yasser Arafat at photo ops. in Paris and more time holding the hands of the of victims of Palestinian terror lying in Israeli hospitals. Israel’s leadership needs to attend fewer international conferences raising funds for the Palestinian State, our nemesis, and more time finding jobs for the despondent masses of unemployed in Mitzpeh Ramon, Beer Sheva and Beit Shean.  Real leaders  would spend fewer nights in plush hotels in Oslo, Geneva, and Washington and more nights sleeping on the floor of bomb shelters with their brave and long suffering people in Kiryat Shmona, Maalot, and Shlomi.  





If Oslo is so obviously flawed why is it so universally accepted?


People generally believe what they want to believe.  The Jewish people in particular have developed a facility for self delusion as a response to 20 centuries of powerlessness in the face of oppression. Israelis are sick and tired of war, terror, and international ostracism and thirst for peace. The Jewish people as a whole hunger for the world’s acceptance after 40 generations as outcasts. Arafat is aware of this an plays on it skillfully.   As a result we’ve descended into national self delusion and see a mirage of peace where there is none.   





As for the Germans, French, Russians, U.S. state department Arabists et.al who feign concern for a Palestinian state as a moral issue, don’t be fooled.  These people are not gullible idealists like the Jewish peaceniks.  They  know exactly who Yassir Arafat is and the mortal danger his movements poses to Israel and they support him for precisely this reason.  These people have never been friends of the Jews and their constant refrain that Israel give in to every Palestinian demand should be seen for the transparent anti-Semitism that it is. Arab petrodollars further grease the wheels of this worldwide anti-Semitic pro-Palestinian lobby.  The revelations surrounding the collapse of BCCI bank illustrate perfectly the connections between Arab oil money, old school anti-Semites, and the Arab line they so self-righteously espouse.  As a rule of thumb when we see these corrupt anti-Semites enthusiastically supporting an Israeli concession we should question it.  When they appear unhappy with Israeli resistance we know we’re on the right track.





“Oslo leads to peace”


Oslo is inexorably leading us to war.  Israel is being terrorized by its enemies and cajoled by its “friends” into an untenable situation.  Within a short time  she will have given away the fruits of  her brave victory of 1967 and open herself to ever increasing pressure to continue the “process” into East Jerusalem and pre 67 Israel.  These demands will be supported by the whole world and by terror perpetrated by Israeli Arabs seeking succession from Israel and union with the neighboring Palestine Arab state.  The Israeli people have not demonstrated the will to successfully resist a single Palestinian demand from day 1 of the Oslo process.  It is unclear why that  would change in the future.  The current dynamic appears to be an increasing collapse of Israeli morale and the will to resist .  Two possibilities exist:





This moral collapse will continue at an ever increasing velocity and in short order result in the disintegration of Israel.





The Arabs will overplay their hand or some other event will occur which will cause the Israeli people and leadership to snap out of their self delusion, stiffen their will to resist and result in war.  The sooner this happens the more favorable Israel’s strategic position and the better its chances of survival.





“There is no alternative”


This fatalistic acceptance of Arab propaganda lies at the heart of Israel’s failure of will.  We are sleepwalking towards an abyss.  If Israel is to be saved it will have to shake off the willful self delusion in which it is mired and face the facts as they are and not as we would like them to be.  There are indeed alternatives although these are not our subject here.  In any case there is no justification for pursuing a course so obviously and fatally flawed.  That way lies the abandonment of 100 years of Zionist endeavor and return to the powerlessness of the ghetto and all that that implies.  As difficult as it is Israel must persevere . 


Despite Israel’s victories on the battlefield the Arabs are forcing a continuous israeli retreat via the power of propagandah alone.  The Arabs bring to this struggle for the moral high ground the Arabs unlimited wealth brought them by oil.  They have already won the support of the entire Moslem world, the third world, China, Russia, and much of Europe.  The United States today takes a neutral position fails to vote against anti-Israeli resolutions in the UN and refuses to call evil by its name.





But despite these odds Israel can win, because in this struggle she has 4 powerful allies, if she will but use them.:





The Truth:  Truth is the most powerful argument.  One need only whisper the truth and decades of lies are instantly washed away.





The Jewish People:  Our people are talented, capable, and resilient people.  But we do not know our own cause. Imagine how different  the media’s portrayal of Israel if Ted Coppel, Barbara Walters,  Larry King, Jeff Greenfield, Wolf Blitzer, Lawrance Tish (President of CBS), and every other Jew in the media knew the justice in Israel’s cause took an unabashedly pro-Israel stance instead of the studied neutrality or even hostility towards her they currently maintain.  Imagine if all the Jews in Hollywood made their cause saving Israel instead of saving the whales.  Imagine all 11 Jewish U.S. Senators, and the current Secretaries of State, Defense, and the Treasury, all flat out partisans of Israel, what power we could wield in defense of Israel. 





Our Christian friends:  For every anti-Semite their are perhaps 100 lovers of Israel among the Christians.  Rel
